BILDESTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting held on the 12th February, 2007

At Chamberlin Hall, Bildeston at 7.30pm

PRESENT:
Mr A Guttridge
(Chair)

Mrs D E Bayliss
(Clerk)

Mr M Baker

(RFO)


Mr D Cobbold

Mr S Greenacre


Mr S Hiscock


Mr R Lester


Mr R Taylor

Mr N Tye

Mr J Pembroke (County Councillor) and Mr D Keane (District Councillor) were present

1. APOLOGIES

Received from Mr P Cousins, Mr G Spindler and PC Ruth Finbow.

2. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Mr Guttridge declared that he was an employee of Suffolk County Council.

Mr Hiscock declared an interest in planning application for “Woolcombers”.

1. TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING

The Minutes of the meeting of 8th January 2007 were circulated prior to the meeting.  Mr G Spindler to be added to list of those present.  It was proposed by Mr Tye and seconded by Mr Greenacre that they be signed as a correct record.

2. MATTERS ARISING

Sport England

Mr Greenacre has not received the questionnaire from the last meeting.  

Planning Application – Crown Public House

Mr Guttridge reported that Mr Hall had spoken to him, asking him to convey his thanks to the Parish Council, feeling they had reached a fair decision, and the summary in the Bugle was well documented.  Mr Keane said he has looked at the plans, and also spoken with Mr Hall.  A letter from the applicant has been received, indicating that they are prepared to plant hedging around the outside wall at the back, to help combat any noise.  

Mr Guttridge stated there was a comment from a parishioner in the Bugle, stating he was unhappy with a decision the Parish Council had made with regard to a recent planning application.  However, there has been no direct contact with the Parish Council.  Mr Guttridge will submit a response to the Bugle, setting out the process for planning applications from the Parish Council point of view.

3. POLICE REPORT

This was read by Mrs Bayliss in PC Finbow’s absence.  There have been three recorded crimes since the last meeting.  

4. TO RECEIVE CORRESPONDENCE

SSAFA Forces Help – Babergh District Council Area

Letter requesting donation and display of poster received.  Poster will be displayed.  With regard to donation, this to be held over until May meeting. 

Suffolk Constabulary

Letter received from Alastair McWhirter, Chief Constable, thanking us for our kind comments in our letter of the 15th January.  He has disseminated the contents of the letter to all members of the Constabulary.

PCC Annual Morning Market  

Mrs Heather Fripp has requested use of the Market Square on the morning of 5th May for the annual Morning Market.  Permission was granted.

Suffolk County Council

Notification of B1078 Nedging Tye carriageway resurfacing in February 2007.  This was noted.

Babergh District Council

Notification that the annual meeting with Parish Councils will take place on the 8th November 2007 at Stoke by Nayland Club.

Annual Spring Clean taking place on 5th March, this was passed to Jo Silburn for the Bugle.

Mr G Spindler

Correspondence from Mr Spindler stating he arranged for Mr Cowan to remove a fallen tree from across Path 13 and the garden of Mr & Mrs Simms.  Suffolk County Council should have been informed of this, as it is their responsibility to remove fallen trees blocking highways and public rights of way. However Mr Spindler was unaware of this, and was thanked for his efforts.

5. PLANNING APPLICATIONS

The following applications have been approved:

Kings Head – erection of single storey rear extension and internal alterations.

Levells Hall – felling of 1 Horse Chestnut Tree (BDC do not wish to make a TPO).

Bildeston Hall – felling of 13 Cricket Bat Willow trees, and other tree works  (BDC do not wish to make a TPO).

The following applications have been received:

Mr Hiscock left the meeting whilst the first  application was discussed. 

Woolcombers, Duke Street – listed building consent, insertion of 2 no. replacement windows;  replace existing peg tiles for slates;  internal alterations – no objections.

Woolcombers, Duke Street – erection of single-storey rear extension – no objections.

Mr Hislop returned to the meeting at this point.

Christmas Hall – Certificate of Lawfulness of Existing Use or Development – the applicant has been carrying out a use for some time without permission and wishes to prove to the Local Planning Authority that this has happened without significant break for at least a 10 year period.  No objection.

 39 Chapel Street – listed building consent, internal alterations – no objections.

Part side garden 137 High Street – conversion of existing domestic outbuilding into one dwelling.  Mr Smith a near neighbour was in attendance, and expressed his concerns as follows:

Boundary is 1½ metres from his boundary wall, there is shown on one plan a window on the rear of the property facing his house.  The applicant said this was a mistake, it has been removed and will not be there.

Shed between outbuilding and boundary wall – applicant said this will be demolished.

Chimney on roof of building – applicant said this will be removed.

Parking – concern over parking space and noise generation – applicant said there is one parking space allocated to the new property.

Mr Tye said he was concerned about parking issues, and felt there would be significant parking in the road nearby.  He proposed objection unless something can be done with regard to the parking issue. This was not seconded.

There were no objections to the plan, providing that the above issues were addressed, and assurances need to be provided on these.

6. TO APPROVE ACCOUNTS

It was proposed by Mr Taylor and seconded by Mr Tye, that the following accounts be paid:

Chq. No. 977
Chamberlin Hall

£16.50

Chq. No. 978
Babergh District Council
£40.33

Chq. No. 989
Net Explorers Ltd

£11.75

Chq. No. 1000
Net Explorers Ltd

£8.75

Mr Baker presented the 9 month accounts to 31st December 2006.  We are on budget.  With regard to the proposed works at the cemetery, Mr Baker said some of the funding can come from the asset replacement fund if necessary.

Charity Commission have sent annual Information Update form for the Children’s Playground in Wattisham Road.  Mr Dowling to be taken off as Trustee and Mr Greenacre put on instead.  Mrs Bayliss will sign and return this.  

Mr Baker reminded Councillors that the External Auditor requires risk assessment to be carried out in this Financial Year.   He will prepare the document for Councillors to have sight of at the next meeting.   

7. FUND RAISING REQUEST

Mr Porter and his son Curtis were welcomed to the meeting. Mr Porter said that his son had been doing Martial Arts for the last four years, and had recently won a silver medal in the British Open for kick boxing.  This has qualified him for the European Championships in Hungary in April this year.  The cost of sending Curtis to Hungary is £820, of which approximately £500 has already been raised.  Mr Porter wondered whether the Parish Council would be prepared to provide some funding for Curtis to allow him to attend and compete in the European Championships.  

Mr Taylor said although he supported Curtis and his family, and it was excellent for the village, he was a little concerned this might set a precedent.  Mr Tye was of the same opinion.  

Mr Baker said he was unsure whether Parish Councils were legally able to do this, but he will find out within the next week.  

It was felt Babergh should also be approached, although they would almost certainly have the same restrictions as the Parish Council.  It was also suggested they contact Suffolk ACRE, and put an article in the Bugle.  Mr Guttridge said if any Councillor wished to support Curtis on an individual basis, they should do so.

8. REPORT BY MR PEMBROKE

The schools review is causing concern and there has been considerable discussion about this.

Council tax is being increased by 4½%.

9. REPORT BY MR KEANE

Council tax increase has been increased within inflation level.  

With regard to the Government White Paper on local government, Babergh have opted to continue with the original three tiers of local government.  

Mr Keane will be standing for election again on the 3rd May.

10. WATTISHAM ROAD PLAYGROUND

Mr Greenacre said the Sportsfield Committee are agreeable in principle to taking over the management of the playground, but not the maintenance.  Discussion took place around provision of goal posts, Mr Greenacre said if we go ahead with this, it will be necessary to renew the fencing.  With regard to grass cutting, we should continue as per last year for the moment, it may be that in the future, all maintenance within the village could be done under one umbrella, with purchase of appropriate equipment.  This to be item for discussion in the future.

11. UPDATE ON PARISH PLAN

Meeting to be held on the 19th February to take this forward.

12. CEMETERY MATTERS

Mr Taylor has received first draft plan for planting.  Councillors perused this and made suggestions for changes.  Mr Taylor will go back with these.

13. ANY OTHER BUSINESS

Website

Mr Tye said that since Mr Dowling had left the Council, the website had not been regularly updated, and some of the Parish Council information was now incorrect.  Mr Taylor said someone needs ownership of this, and some training to enable them to update as necessary.  Councillors to think about this.

Recent storms

Mr Greenacre said after the recent storms, several youths in the village had cleared up debris and trees voluntarily, which was very much appreciated.  A note to be put in the Bugle thanking everyone who helped during the recent storms.

Date of next meeting

Monday 12th March 2007 at 7.30pm in Chamberlin Hall.

There was no other business, the meeting closed at 10.00pm.

Deb/d  13.02.07.

